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: The Right HonouRABLE the 
+ | Lady Viſcoumeſs Barrington, 
The following 
| DISCOURSE 
: Is humbly 


INSCRIBED, 
- = 0 
Her LADYSHIT AO 
moſt Dutiful and 
Obedient Servant, 


Kobert Mackewen, 
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2 TIM-iv. 9,8. 


7 have fought a good fight, I have finiſh- 
ed my courſe, T have kept the faith. 


Hencefurtb there is laid up for me 4 
' crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
ef the righteous judge, ſhall give me at 


that day: And not to me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love bis ap- 


Fearing, 


ls is generally thought to be 
dae laſt epiſtle that St. Paul 


wrote when he was in priſon at 
Rome, the deſtin'd victim of Nero's, or 
his Lieutenant's cruelty. It contains the 
nobleſt incentives to Timothy, to improve 
his gifts and talents, and directions 
how to behave under the various oc- 
currences of life; particularly, the op- 
poſition and perſecution he might ex- 
Pe trol ſeveral ſorts of men. 
In 


= F= = <4 


| 4 
* " 
* 
194 { 
FEE 
| Ll 
* 
* 
nl 
l 


-m- . 


4" 


6 A Funeral Sermon on the 

In this laſt chapter St. Paul charges 
bim in che moſt folemn” 1 0 
prove himſelf a faithful evangeliſt, Had 
that he might inſpire him with the 
greater reſolution and ſortitude, he, by 
a very natural and beautiful tranſition, 
gives him occaſion to review the hiſtory 
of his own life and conduct, that he 
might be inflamed with a ſtrong defire 
of imitating ſo bright a character; eſpe- 
cially as Paul's expectations and proſ- 
pects were infinitely greater than the 
ſufferings of his paſt life: And this he 
does with the moſt affectionate ſincerity, 
in the ſpirii of a departing father, "pb 
citous for the honour and felicit 
his beloved. ſon. Fer Ti am. ready | 5 
Mer d up, and the time f my departure 
is at band. I have fought a good fight, $8. 

In ame on this e wigs 
eren. f, * * 


nb 


IH G3 ol 

F To aghin the eme pf. 101 

ebe gad fight, und finiſhing fle 
courſes ni the faith. Ag 


Mens ſhew what is meant by chat 
- : erown of righteouſneſs my che 
\»-apoſtle expeſted. And, 
HI. 1 vill conſider the 7 3" the 
Lord the righteous judge, is to re- 
1 wich this 
. 1 pe an eie lvic- 
. 28 7007 
"Lou firſt 8 * terms. by 
ne 
-£q 2918912 10 Wibiger 
I. ie benen wich lobes: 10 
uſe terms of art; 10 expreſs his thoughts, 
and Muſtrate his fpbje@ ; and here he 
wits military terms, or eather ſuch ant. 
laded to the olymprck games, wherein 
the combirants 3 Rona 
 deviberity, or furftzeſs, were honour'd 
with . . their me- 
m he preſerves che lame Ahne 
Nils in che eighch werſe, calling his 19- 
ward a oroum of riglweouſneſa Theſe 


meta- 


98 A Funeral Sermon an tbe 
metaphorical and agoniſtick terms were, 
doubtleſs, well known to Timothy, and 
might be more ſtriking to his youth, 
than another manner of, expreſſion; 
which ſhews that St. Paul knew mankind, 
and was a maſter of fine writing. 

T have fought a good fight. If ever any 
perſon could ſay ſo, St.;Paul-was the man: 
For never was any man engaged in a bet- 
ter and more honourable cauſe; never 
did any man defend it in a more hetrock 
and laudable manner. No man evet di- 
cover d greater intrepidity, or greater pa- 
tience. Of this his conduct before the 
Fewiſh ſanhedrim and Roman governo, 
and the travels and perſecutions he un- 
derw¾ent, are manifeſt inſtances. He had 
a very liberal education; was a great pto- 
ficient in Greeł and Roman literature, and 
was perfectly inſtructed in the chriſtian 
ſcheme ; and he acquitted himſelf with 
a becoming zeal, and true magnanimie 
in defence of the chriſtian religion; 
which had wiſdom and goodneſs for it 
advocates ; was exceedingly amiable, and 
RE at- 


late Lord Viſcount Barrington. 9 
attractive, worthy of God, and uſeful ro 
mankind. He was not aſhamed to vin- 
dicate the cauſe of Chriſt, the cauſe of 
truth, virtue, liberty, even at Rome, the 
metropolis and miſtreſs of the world; 
where human learning was in the higheſt 
perfection; where majeſty appear'd in 
all its grandure and terror; and where all 
things moved according to Cz/ar's abſo- 
lute will: And as he was indowed with 
abilities and reſolution to aſſert ir, he 
eſteemed it his greateſt dignity and glory 
co ſuffer for it. 

The account which we have of St- 
Paul's life, after his converſion, is an hiſto» 
ry of various perſecutions, and affords us 
an inſtance of the greateſt fortitude that, 
perhaps, is to de met with in the records 
of time. I cannot help mentioning whac 
he ſaysto this purpoſe*, comparing himſelf 
with thoſe who aſſumed undue honours; 
Are they miniſters of Chriſt? I am more: 
In labours more abundant, in ſlripes above 


® '; Cr. xf 23. On. 
B meg 
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meaſure, in priſons more frequent, in 
deaths oft. Of the Jeus five times re- 
ceived I forty ſtripes ſave one. Thrice 
was I beaten with rods, once was I floned, 
thrice T ſuffered ſhipwrack : A night and 
a day I have been in the deep. In journey- 
ings often, in perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils by mine own country- 
men, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderneſs, in 
perils in the ſea, in perils among falſe 
brethren; in wearineſs and painfulneſs 
in watchings often, in hunger and thirſt, 
in faſtings often, in cold and nakedneſs, 
Beſides thoſe things that are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care of 
all the churches. The God and Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt knoweth that I he 
not. We wreſtte not, ſays he, in another 
place, againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt 
principalities and powers, and the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſſes in high places. What 
force muſt the precepts of this excellent 


= 


late Lord Viſcount Barrington. 11 


apoſtle receive from his own bright ex- 
ample ? For the review of his paſt life 
filled his mind with raptures of holy joy. 
He had maintained a conflict againſt the 
powerfuleſt oppolition, with the great- 
eſt fairneſs, integrity, and fortitude. 
The cauſe in which he was imbarked, 
he defended in a manner worthy the dig- 
nity of human Nature; and was not to 
te moved from what was juſt and right, 
by the favour or diſpleaſure of men of 
corrupt minds. The conſciouſneſs of his 
inflexible attachment to the intereſt of 
religion and virtue, and his vigorous ef- 
forts to promote it, at the hazard of his 
own happineſs, liberty, and life, was a 
ground of the higheſt ſatisfaction, and 
of ſaying with the greateſt juſtneſs and 
propriety, I have fought à good fight. 
T have finiſhed my courſe, He means the 
terms of his conflict; alluding till to the 
olympick games, one of which was races. 
I have encounter'd my antagoniſts, main- 
tained the diſpute, and finiſhed my 

B 2 courſe, 
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courſe, and am entitled to the victor's 
reward. This is a manner of expreſſion 
which St. Paul often uſes, to repreſent 
the difficulties to which the love of 
truth, and the practice of virtue may 
expoſe us: Thus, * Know ye not that 
they who run in @ race, run all, but one 
receiveth the prize, ſo run that ye may ob- 
tain. He ſnys, I went up to Jeruſalem by 
revelation, and communicated unto them 
that goſpel which I preach among the Gen- 
tiles, but privately to them who were of re- 
putation, leaſt, by any means, T ſhould run, 
or had run in vain. And, © Let us run with 
patience the race that is ſet before us, 80 
that by finiſhing his courſe, St, Paul means 
his active, ſteddy, and indefatigable pur- 
ſuit of truth, virtue, and piety, or per- 
ſeverance in the ways of religion, His 
regard to the honour of God, and the 
good of mankind, made him ſurmount 
every danger and oppoſition : His ſenſe 
of gratitude to the ſaviour of mankind, 


d 1 Cor, Its» 24. © Heb, xii. 1. 
in- 


late Lord Viſcount Barrington. 13 


inſpired him with renewed courage to 


combat the paſſions and prejudices of 


various ſorts of perſons, that would have 
prevented his ſpreading the knowledge 
of chriſtianity in the world: His prin- 
ciples were rational and juſt, and no con- 
ſideration whatſoever, could divert him 
from the purſuit of what was right, or 
make him betray or give up the cauſe of 
chriſtianity: He flood faſt in the liberty 


wherewith Chriſt had made bim free, and 


would not be entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage ; though attacked by the ar- 
tifice, malice, and united perſecuting 
powers of Feruſalem and Rome, And 
his unwearied endeavours to give men 
juſt apprehenſions of the extent and na- 
ture of the Meſſiah's kingdom, conſiſting 
in real piety and virtue, and to prevail 
with them to a ſuitable practice, which 
were the views of his being called to be 
an Apoſtle, gave him a very rational 
pleaſure at the cloſe of his days: T bave 


finiſhed my courſe, 
| The 
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The laſt expreſſion, by which St. Paul 
deſcribes his conduct, is keeping the 
Faith; I have kept the faith. The term 
faith has various fignifications; ſome- 
times it ſtands for the goſpel ;- ſometimes 
for a bare perſuaſon of mind; ſometimes 
for ſincerity, and an openneſs to convi- 
ction upon ſufficient evidence; ſome- 
times for fidelity, &c. I apprehend it 
muſt be taken here in the laſt ſenſe; and 
that when St. Paul ſays, I have kept the 
faith, he alludes ſtill to the olympick 
games, as would become an accurate 
writer. And though we do not find 
T1 2401 Tinema, uſed as a term of art 
in Scripture ; yet, it ſeems, it is ſo uſed 
by Demoſthenes, in ſpeaking of a Perſon 
who had ingaged in thofe games, and 
had faithfully diſcharged the truſt re- 
poſed in him, and won the prize: Nor 
is it improbable, but that St. Paul might 
have had a regard to this author's ſenſe 
of the phraſe: But though we cannot 
ſhew the propriety and accuracy of any 

| Xx 


late Lord Viſcount Barrington. 15 
expreſſion, in an ancient writer of abi- 
lity and integrity, it would be very un- 
reaſonable ro conclude, he wanted that 
propriety and accuracy; fince it may be 
owing to our own ignorance of ancient 
cuſtoms, idioms of language, &c. How- 
ever, we may fairly take St. Paul's mean- 
ing to be this: I have faichfully diſ- 
charged the truſt committed to me, and 
ſhewn the utmoſt fidelity in my warfare ; 
I have neither through cowardice, trea- 
chery, or corruption, or any motive 
whatſoever, tranſgrefſed the rules of my 
commiſſion, | betrayed or given up my 
maſter's intereſt, - or ated. a diſhonour- 
able parc. It is a diſtinguiſhing excel- 
lence in St. Paul's character, that he was 
always ſteddy and faithful in maintaining 
and promoting the honour and intereſt of 
Chriſt's kingdom, and the juſt and na- 
tural rights of his ſubjects. Ve preach 
not our ſelves, ſays he, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord; and our ſelves your ſervants for 
Jeſus ſake : We are not as the many, who 


C02 
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corrupt the word of God, but ds of fincerts 
ty, but as of God, in the fight of God ſpeak 

ve in Chrift®, He was indeed repreſented 
by his adverſaries, the falſe Apoſtles and 
craftſmen of the world, who were ſway- 
ed by a luſt of power and domination over 
the liberties and conſciences of men, in 
the moſt odious and unpopular light; but 
the ſenſe of his own fidelity ſupported 
him under the moſt inhuman treatment. 
We are troubled, ſays he, on every fade, 
yet not diſtreſſed; ue are perplexed, but 
not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not for- 
alen; caſt down, but not deſtroyed. 
For which cauſe we faint not, For our 
light aſſtiction, —worketh for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

He had a firm perſuaſion of the truth, 
excellence, and uſefuineſs of chriſtias 
nity, which made him incapable of ſa- 

crificing his ſentiments to any temporal 
views or expectations; or of complying 


with the corrupt taſte. of the times, in 


@ 2 Cor. it. 17. iv. . | 
pre- 


late Lord Viſcount Barrington. 17 
prejudice of ſo good a cauſe : And he 
verified the truth of the apoſtle Pauls 
words, Whoſoever will live godly muſt 
fuffer perſecution.” In a word, he vigo- 
roufly and faithfully improved his ta- 
letits; and executed his commiſſion to the 
honoutr of God, and the good of man- 
kind. I bave fought a good fight, I have 
finiſhed" my oor I have _ e e. 
Wag 8 ts 


1 j L. * 


II. ro ew e is meant by: FER 
crown of righteonfreſs which St. Paul ex- 
pected: Henceforth there is laid uy Jo ne 
a crown of righteouſneſs. al 
As he had deſcribed his conduct in me- 
taphorical terms, he very beautifully 
preſerves the ſame ſtile, in repreſenting! 
his reward. The victors at the olympict 
games, und in war among the 'Greeks' 
and Nomans, were entitled to, and ho- 
nourec with a crown. Now, ſays St. 
Pau, as L have acted a worthy and lau- 
dable part, in fighting a good fight, 
finiſhing my courſe, and being faithful 
BOY, Es | to 
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to the confidence repoſed in me, I ſhall 
be dignified and diſtinguiſhed with a 
crown of infinitely greater value than 
what this world can confer: I have not 
run in vain, neither have I labour d and 
been faithful in vain; for I ſhall be re- 
warded with a crown of righteouſneſs. 
This is an expreſſion that often ſigniſies 
the future reward of the faithful ſervants 
of God; and with great juſtneſs and pro- 
priety, ſince a crown is the higheſt mark 
of honour and diſtinction among men. 
It implies all chat. glory. and happineſs 
which St. Paul expected in the other 
world, and imports the ſame with eternal 
life. Thus St. James, Bleſſed is the 
man that endureth temptation ; for being 
approved, he ſhall receive the' crown. of 
life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them 
that love him. And, When' the chief. 
| ſhepberd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a 
crown "of glory, that fadeth not away * 
And, Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life :. It is called 


* Chap. i. 12. F I Pet. v. 4. | 8 Rev. It, 10. 
. a o 


„ 


late Lord Vt chunt Barrington. 19 


a crown of righteouſneſi becauſe it Is a juſt 
reward, or as it is the reward of righ- 
wonder a courſe of religion and virtue; 
and the proſpect filled St. Paul's mind 
with unſpeakable ſatis faction. I am, 


III. To conſider the time when the 
Lord, the righteous judge, is to reward his 
faithful ſervants wich this crown : Which 
the Lord ſhall give me at that day; and 
to all them that love his appearing. 

By the Lord, the righteous judge, St. 

Paul means Jeſus Chriſt : For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment to the Son, who is ordain'd of 
God to be the Judge of the quick . the 
dead. | 

+ By that wn he undoubtedly means the 

day of judgment and retribution ; when 

all that are in the graves ſhall hear his 
voice, and come forth. St. Paul uſes the 
expreſſion in this ſenſe: I am perſuaded 
that be is able to keep that which I have 
committed to him unto that day*, And, 


| * 2 Tim. i. 12. 


C 2 The 


20 A Funeral Sermon an ah 


The time is come that the dead ſhall be 
Judged ; and that thou ſhould give rewards 
fo thy ſervants the prophets, and to, the 
| ſaints". And, When Chriſt who is our life 
ſhall appear, then ſhall you appear with 
him in gloryx. And this is farther evi- 
dent from St. Paul's putting all the hope 
of good men upon the teſurrection: 
If the dead riſe not, then is nat. Chriſt - 
raiſed. Then is your faith vain; you 
are yet in your fins,——T hen they alſo who 
are fallen aſleep in Cbriſt are periſbed. 
That day reſpects the time of reviviſcence; 
when the Lord. himſelf ſhall deſcend from 
heaven with a ſhout, and the voice of the 
archangel, and the trumpet of God: When 
the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt ; and thoſe 
that are alive and remain, ſhall be caught 
up zogetber i in the clouds, to meet the Lord. 
in the air. Then ſhall St. Paul, and 
every faithful ſervant of God, receive a 
crown of glory and immortality ; when 
Feſus *** judge the quick 00 the wad 


| Rev, i. 18 ca. 


late Lend Vilas Barrington. 21 


at bis, appearing, and bis kingdom. The 
love of truth, and the practice of virtue, 
will entitle them ta a crown of righieouſ- 
neſs; and they ſhall ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars of 
heaven, for ever and ever. 

And now having explained and illy- 
ſtrated the terms of fgbting the good fight, 
finiſhing the courſe, and keeping the faith; 
and ſhewn what is meant by that crows 
of righteouſneſs St. Paul expected; and 
having confider d the time when the faich- 
fol ſervants of God ſhall receive this re- 
ward; I am, 


IV. To attempt an application foir- 
able to the occaſion. 

Permit me only to obſerve, firſt of all, 
the great advantage of baving juſt ſen- 
timents of religion and virtue; and the 
great wiſdom of an inflexible araFhument 
to them. | 

What ſublime and 9 pleaſtue 
muſt ſpring from a conſciouſneſs of ha- 
"ng. N according to truch and light? 

tutti When 
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When no temptations of any kind have 
diverted a perſon from purſting the moſt 
excellent and valuable objects with 1 in- 
tegrity and fortitude ; ; when death, the 
great terror of human nature, is ready 
to put a period to his days, the objects of 
his bope and purſuit magnify and diſ- 
cover new excellencies: his future re- 
wards become more bright and attra- 
Rive ; his reflections and proſpects 6p: 
port his ſpirits: : he is delighted with his 
wiſe choice, in eſpouſing and aſſerting 
the nobleſt cauſe, that he has finiſhed his 
courſe with fidelity, ſo much to the hoz 
nour of God, virtue, and chriſtianity ; 
and that he is paſſing to a ſcene of end- 
leſs peace and ſeraphick love, whete he 
will have no more adverſaries and dan- 
gers to encounter ; where there will be 
no more treachery, envy, malice; no 
more pain, perſecution, or death: In 
a word, where there will be no more 
miſery, or ſtate of trial, but truth and ; 
pleaſure be inſeparable. To have been' 
engaged like St. Paul, in promoting true 
religion 
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religion and liberty, muſt abate: the ago- 
nies of death, the grief of private friends, 
though the publicł loſs. be great, and 
bring eſteem and honour to a perſgn's me- 
mory z, and at laſt put him into the una- 
lienable poſſeſſion of a crown of, life and 
ever-growing felicity. Who then would 
neglect a coutſe of life, attended with 
if uch invaluable advantages? Who would 
not be ambitious of a character chat will 
ſpeak it ſelf to ſurvivors, as St. Paul did 
to his ſon Timothy, ; chat refines, and dig- 
nifies human nature, becauſe it is ratio- 
nal and godlike. Whoſoever loves truth, 
practiſes virtue in ſincerity, and main- 
tains his principles with chriſtian forti- 
rude, deſerves this character ;. and may. 
ſay, in his lower ſphere, I. hape fought 
a good fight,.. I have finiſhed, my courſe, 
I have kept the faith : Hencefarth there. 
is laid up for me @ crown,of righteouſneſs, 
whi ch the Lord the. - Judge will. 
give me at that day, ben the quick and 
the dead ſball ſtand before his, tribunal. 


Then ſhall. the friends of truth, religi- 
ON» 
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oh, and liberty, meet again, and dwell 
fer cvet in glorious, angelic, immortal 
bodies, in che preſence of God aaa a 
Lamb, when time ſhall be no more," 
Setonliy, We cannot but obſerve * 
ſuperiot excellency of the chtiſtiat re- 
ligion; in regard of the clearnefs'of its 
diſcoveries, the greatneſs of its rewatds, 
the eminent examples of virtue, and the 
cotfblations ir affords. It has brought 
immortal life to light, when the world 
was wrapp'd up in *lmoft impenetrable 
darkneſs: It has clear d away idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, and aſcertained etrrnul 
life in heaven to evety fincere lover 
truth and virtue: It propbſes' to our ĩmi- 
tation the moſt amiable and ſhining . 
ſtances of bene volence and fortitude, ho- 
nour and uſefulneſs: It Apen Wal 
verfe citcumſtances, by giving us juſt ap- 
prehenſions of the per fections and ptovi- 
dence of the fopreme being, and à full 
aflyrance of glory and immortulity: It 
enjoins nothing to be believ'd, but erhat 
is baude and worthy of God; nothing 


ro 
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to be practiſed, but what is true, vene- 
rable, juſt, pure, lovely, laudable, and 
virtuous. Theſe things give us a divine 
luſtre, and make us reſemble the begin 
ningleſs and infinite mind; whoſe peer- 
leſs majeſty conducts his own actions, by 
che una terable rule of everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs; which. ought to be the rule of 
action to all his intelligent offspring, | 
both upon the, foot of fitneſs and happi- 
| neft : For virtue is productive of happi- 
neſs, and vice is productive of miſery in 
the nature of things, as well as divine 
appointment: In a word, chriſtianity 
addreſſes our hopes and fears in the moſt 
effectual manner, aſſuring us that the re- 
wards and puniſhments of a future ſtate, 
will be reſſ pectively proportion d to the 
practiſes of men in the preſent world; 
and only requires integrity and reſolution 
in order to our obtaining the happinefs of 
heaven: But, if we be aſbam'd of the 
cauſe of religion and virtue, or be brib d 
by fear, affection, or an y motive whatſo- 
- 5 EC: 
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ever to bettay it, hbw hall we be ſeiz 5 
with horrout, Nen the words of an ex- 
cellent writer; *Whent Hfting up our 
ec eyes to heaven, we ſhall fee the judge 
« of the world coming in che clodds, 
« with power and great glory, and by 

& his trumpet ſummoning the dead to 
4 judgment? | Sitice therefore we art 
favoured with | fo excellent a Giſpenlatibn'; 1 
animated with ſuch” attractive profpetts, 
and bright exam ples of true 'Heroifm, 
particularly our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
are imparked in che nobleſt inceceft'; ad 
have a crown of life to win or Loe: 
Let us run with Patience the race that +5 
ſet before” Us,  ofpiritig' after the temper 
ind corpplexion of berven, and ſacrifi- 
cing every view to che Hope of a glori- 
ous immortality : Let us fight the good 
fight, and lay bold on eternal life, which 

S that cannot hye hath promijed.” FO 
1 have all along laid a reſtraint upon 
my affections, which would have broken 
forth i in admiring exprefflons of the et- 
nent 
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Rian fortitude, and the publick loſs of 
that great and excellent perſon the late 
Lord Viſcount BARRINGTON, whoſe 
death we lament ; and which melancholy 
providence naturally directed my thoughts 
to the words of the text, as juſtly appli- 
cable to a perſon of the trueſt ſentiments 
of religion and liberty, and the moſt vi- 
gorous and ſteady adherence to them. 

I have not the yanity to pretend to ſet 
his character in a juſt light: This taſk is 
ſubmitted to thoſe, if there be any ſuch, 
whoſe abilities are equal to it. How- 
ever, I may be permitted to expreſs my 
fincere eſteem of a perſon whoſe me- 
mory I ſhall always highly cſteem, and 
chink it an honour and happineſs to haye 
had an acquaintance with him, and a 
ſhare in his friendſhip. The benefic I 
have received from his inſtructive con» 
verſation and writings, and the particu- 
lar confidence with which he was pleaſed 


to favour me, would make it unpardon- 
| D 2 able | 
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able ingratitude, - not to indeaveur to 
diſcharge this part of my duty and office, 
as well as I can; though his character 
may ſuffer by the attempt, till it have 
the finiſh'd touches of a maſterly hand. 

He was deſcended from worthy an- 
ceſtors, eminent for their virtue and zeal 
for the cauſe of liberty „ Several of 
t hom ſervd the Kings of England 
© with honour ', as commanders in the 
« wars of Normandy, when Normandy 
o -was annext to the crown ”. He had a 
graceful ' perſon, ' a happy conſtitution, 
and an extraordinary genius, improv'd 
by a pious and liberal education: And, 
if I am not miſtaken, it will hereafter be 
accounted an honour to Urrecht, where 
he finiſhed his accademical ſtudies, to 


* have contributed to the forming ſo great 


a man: For he was a perſon of almoſt 
unequaled abilities, and many excellent 
and uncommon virtues: His great judg- 
ment, extenſive knowledge, acute n 
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city, and "intenſe application, rendered 
him, perhaps, upon the whole, the moſt 
finiſhed character in life. 

His principles of chriſtian nd. Civil 
liberty were rational, demonſtratiye, and 
immoveable ; and his happy faculty of 
communicating his thoughts upon any 
ſubje&, made his converſation extreme- 
ly agreeable and inſtructive ta men of 
ſenſe and taſte. - Such admirable: ralents 
could not long be hid; and therefore 
e he had an early and ſtrict friendſhip 
« with ſeveral perſons of the greateſt 
e rank, learning, and virtue, which, he 
e never ſought ; was made a commiſſio- 
te ner of the cu/toms in virtue of a pro- 
« miſe he never ask d; and had ſeveral 
« employments of honour and profit 
*© offered him, which he declined to ac- 
„ cept whilſt the occafional af? was in 
« force. He was adopted without his 
knowledge, by two gentlemen of good 
« eſtates, and the greateſt worth, Francis 
* Barrington of Tofts in che county of 

F 2 | 2 * Eſſex, 
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Aer, Eſq; purſuant: to whoſe ſewilo · 
ment he teck the name of Burring- 
&« fon ; and Jobn Weldman' of Buules in 
« the county of Berks, Eſq; from a juſt 
« perſuaſion of his inflexible attachment 
to the intereſt of religion and virwue 
« in general, and the religious and civil 
inte parliament, by the town of Bt 
« witk upon Tweed, without a bie; 
« 2nd was ereated a peer of ITrelaauſ by 
4 the bounty of Ring George the firſt, 
«© againſt his wil; for | His emlneſlt 
ſerviees and unſhaken loyalty-to the Alu- 
ſtrious houſe of Hanover, and che Bri. 
tip conſtitution + The ſupport of uch, 
with-the extenſion of liberty and ratio- 
nal religion, was the conſtant and'fioble 
end of his thoughts and actions: Arid 
therefore he was preveil'd upon, contra- 
ry to his inclinations; and in apparefit 
prejudice to his health and affairs, to be 
a candidate at the laſt election and miglit 


N been choſen, woufd h. principles 
| have 
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have potmirted him to have given a bribe 
of forty pounds: But he had too ſtrict 
4 regard 20 the laws and intereſt of his 
country; to ooumenance corruption, and 
triſls with the ſacredneſs of oaths. This 
may be ridiculed by a fort of men, hut 
it win be « laſting honour to his mem 
ry, ken they will obe forgot, or only 
remembred ſor thrir infamy, He had 
character ot men, which, though an 
inſtance of the uprightneſs of his 4wn- 
intentions, — HH 


rreacherousdefigns, ss. 
—— ors 


aceninmente, ſoldomm fail of raiſing enyy- 
it would he very unreaſonable to fo a 
character af him from the inbaman 
treatment he met with from vnrious ſots 
of mem; * particularly che unprecadaa - 
« ze confers - which he unjuſtly: undar- 
Few tings 2 
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* He will appear to every unprejndiced 
——— perſon, to have been 
govern y an earneſt and ſteddy lote 
2 truth, liberty, his country, and 
mankind, in all the different periods 
««and circumſtances of his life; which 
« ought to be the chief objects of every: 
„ man's! porſuir. To theſe he ſacrific'd 
« not only his private intereſt, and-the. 
« moſt flattering ſecular views; but, as: 
«js known to his intimate friends even 
46. his conſtitution” W102: ar 10 goal | 
Hie was a perſon of unlimited chriſti- 
an charity to men of all perſuaſions, free 
from every degree of ſuperſtition; and 
had the utmoſt abhorrence of all kinds 
of perſecution, as perfectly anti-chriſti- 
an: He was always zealous to ſerve his 
friend, and ready to forgive injuries; 
which generous chriſtian. principle the 
worſt treatment could never extinguiſh: 
His [gratitude and - generoſity haye many 


witneſſes among the relatives w—_— 
of his benefactort as well as others, . 
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He bwn'd no maſter but Chriſt in his 
that revealed teligion did not ſubvett, but 
aſſiſt natural: For theſe and the like 
ſentiments, he was calumniated by che 
craſty, tho ignorant, the envious, and 
bigotted ; but his patienes and fortitude 
will be admir d by 5 generations yet to 
come: For as no man khew better the 
true intereſt of virtue and his country, 
ſo none, perhaps, ever had greater reſo- 
lution to promote it. This was well 
knownto thoſe who have had the honour 
of the greateſt ſhare of power and ere- 
dit in ray RICO and two 2 
-eigns.”: iner nie 51 . 

The 702 0 of Wenke yl 
to the nobleſt purpoſes, the ſtudy of the 
ſacred oricles z in which province be 
ſhin'd: with à peoritiat luſtre.” His pro- 
found fte ill and facility in handling theſe 
dio ine chemes, by the happieſt mixture 
of reaſon and oratory, was the admira- 
tion aud delight of all that had a juſt 


reliſh of them: And, I ſpeak it from 
knowledge, the contemplations Which 
filled his own mind with the higheſt 'ra- 


tional pleaſure,” were of the ſupreme 
Being, his moral government, particular 
providence and diſpenſations to mankind. 
We may view the picture of his mind in 
theſe pathetick and admirable lines, wrote 
to his ſon and heir, whom he renderly 
lov'd, ' a few weeks before his death. 
The ſtudy of morality (ſays he) is the 

e nobleſt of all other; thoſe eternal 
«truths that regulate the conduct of 
God and man This alone can be 
ce call'd the ſcience of life; will inſtruct 
e us how to act in this ſcene with hap- 

«-pineſs and uſefulneſs; to leave it with 
«compoſure ; and be aſſociated in a fu- 
« ture and better ſtate; to the beſt mora- 
s liſts and philoſophers that ever liy d 

it to the wiſeſt men, and the greateſt be- 
« nefactors of mankind ; to confeſſors 
d and martyrs” for truch and righteouſ- 
3 neſs to nn and apoſtles; to 
| — che- 
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« cherubim and ſeraphim; to the holy 
«, Spirit that ſearches and knows the deep 
« things of God; to Jeſus the media- 
« tor of the new covenant; and to God 
« the; judge of all; who is before all, 
« above all, and in us all. ; 

His firſt and ſteddy view was 4. to 
truth and right; and his fine genius and 
juſt ſentiments, gave him that diſtinguiſn- 
ing. ſhare in the eſteem of the greateſt - 
and beſt men * this nation ever knew; 
which, together with his vindications of 
revelation and liberty, will make his 
name immortal. 

His: conjugal fant and ation.” 
was inviolable and manly: He was a pe- 
culiarly kind and tender parent; and the 
principles of religion and liberty, which 
he took care to inſtil in the minds of 
his children and ſervants, with a ſuitable 
addreſs and nm mw were 


m ym | Ani Lock, Kings gene . 
Burnet, Clarke, Newton, &c, With many virtuous and « 
_ characters that ſtill adorn their country. | 
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juſt and rational, worthy of God, and the 
dignity of human nature: His ardent 
deſire was, that they might be ſaved 
and come to the knowledge of tbe truib, 
and the love and practice of virtue: 
In a word, he was a ſtrict obſerver of 
the laws of God and his country; a 
ſhining example of ſobriety, regularity, 
and juſtice ; a terror to evi/ doers 3 and 
a moſt aſſiduous and able patron of af- 
flicted virtue, and the juſt and natural 
rights of mankind: Religious without 
enthuſiaſm, zealous without bigotry, # au 
ed without pedantry. 

But he has finiſhed his courſe with th 
greateſt compoſure, in the fifty ſixth 
year of his age; he reſts in the _— and 
hrs works follow bim. 

The loſs is great and publicb; _ 
affect every lover of truth, virtue and 
liberty; and particularly a body of men, 
from whoſe true intereſt the higheſt in- 
gratitude, and moſt unnatural and diſ- 


DRAGS uſage could never detach 
| him: 
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him: For he knew it to be the cauſe of 
God, however (diſregarded, miſmanaged, 
or proſlituted by weak or deſigning men: 
« May his excellent diſpoſitions be re- 
« membred and imitated] particularly 
by his own family whom he tenderly 
* lov'd, and hopes to meet among the 
« general afſembly of the firſt born at 

te the reſurrection of the juſt”, , 
But how ſhall I ſpeak ſd to 
choſe more immediately affected by this 
ſtroke, eſpecially the excellent Lady and 
honourable Branches of my deceaſed 
Lord? Your loſs indeed is inexpreſſibly 
great; but it is appointed for men once 
ta die: And as it is an honour, let it be 
a. mitigation of your grief, to have been 
related to ſo great and uſeful à man: 
Look to that time of reviviſcence, when 
you ſhall again be aſſociated tao your 
friend, and dwell. together in immortal 
and unabating glory and felicity : Let the 
agreeable proſpect of his neble ſucceſſors 
inheriting the. talents, virtues, and at- 

tain- 
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tainments of his Father, divert the me- 
lancholy ſcene: And let the example of 
the late Lord Barrington, animate you 
all to your duty; then ſhall you enjoy 
the protection, guidance, and favour of 
that almighty and beneficent being, who 
in the midſt of wrath remembers mercy. 
He will be your ſhield, exceeding great re- 
ward, and your portion for ever. Since 
wiſdom, might, riches, and virtue it- 
felf, cannot ſecure from the power of 
death ; bur all degrees of men muſt ſub- 
mit to the fixed laws of mortality; let 
us ſpend the time of our ſojourning here 
in the fear of God, and reſignation to 
his will; that when death comes to put 
a period to our lives, we may liſt up our 
heads with rejoicing, knowing our redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. The ſincere love of 
truth, and the practice of virtue, will 
hereafter introduce us to the preſence of 
God, fo joy unſpeakable and full of glory; 
where we ſhall have beauty for aſhes, the © 
oul of joy for the ſpirit of beavineſs; where - 

the 
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the lamb that is in the midſt of the throne 
ſhall feed us, and ſhall lead us unto living 
 Jountai ns of water, and God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from our r O glorious 
and happy time, when all change 
theſe mouldering houſes of clay for an- 
gelic bodies, and be refined fot the moſt 
_ exalted pleaſures ! when ſin, miſery, and 
death, will be no more; when we ſhall 
be joined to the ceigſtial inhabitants, in 
acts of ſpiritual. and rational worſhip ; 
and caſt our crowns before the divine 
throne ; ſaying, great and marvelous are 
thy works, Lord God almighty ; juſt and 
true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. 
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